St. Vincent de Paul Parish Bible Study
Study 1: Introduction

Introduction. As you study the Bible, you will discover somethingportant: the Bible isn't just a book;
rather, it's an entire library. Many human authlease contributed to it, men with widely varying
backgrounds -- common laborers, scholars, kingesis; fishermen, tax collectors, all kinds of deep
and they lived during a period that encompassea iian a thousand years. Because of this divarsity
authorship spread over such a long period of tahérst glance the Bible is an apparent hodge-parfg
literary types and styles. It contains historyapsrof battle songs, poems, family trees, legaéspoplays,
short stories, prophecies, political speeches, @esirietters to individuals and groups, to menjist
some of its elements.

But the most important thing you will discover ligt throughout the entire work there is one ungyin
thread which draws it all together. The Bible is #tory of God'’s activity in human history; but ave
more than that, it's the story of God'’s love foisHReople: God's love story.

From the very dawn of time, God has been workingagplan to bring humanity to salvation. And that
plan was carried out in a little corner of the Mal&ast, God’'s workshop, where he prepared all imank
for the coming of Jesus Christ and His Church.

God revealed Himself, not suddenly or completelpr-as the Bible tells us, “Who can see God and
live?” — but step by step, a little at a time, das Pleople were ready for it. The author of lte¢ter to the
Hebrewsstates it best in his opening worts times past, God spoke in partial and varionays to our
ancestors through the prophets.[Heb 1:1] Our task during this Bible Study will betrace this
gradually developing communion with God throughbeord given us in the pages of the Bible.

Perhaps unexpectedly, we're going to begin neaeride with St. Paul. Why here and not at the
beginning? It's no mystery. To understand the fudissage of the Bible, we will begin, not with thetf
faint outlines of God'’s plan, but with its full defepment as found in some of the Bible’'s concluding
pages. By looking first at the reality of God’sifined product, we will more readily recognize itsiant
shadows and the signposts that point the way to it.

Keep in mind that anyone can read the Bible; butgan enter into the mystery of God’s plan only by
prayer and faith. You are not only undertakingualgt you are also undertaking a meeting with God!

Reading. Now open your Bible and read: Letter to the Ephesians, chapters 1 through 4.
[St. Paul's adventures in Ephesus are describ#eiActs of the Apostles, chapters 19 and 20.]

Background. The people of Ephesus were especially close tB&ktl and the city has a prominent place
in theActs of the Apostlegphesus, an important center of trade and legybimasted a famous shrine to
the goddess Diana and its merchants did a briskéssin the manufacture and sale of her souvenir
statues.

St. Paul had good reason to remember Ephesus,igr&@ent over two years there. At one point during
this time he escaped an Ephesian lynch mob intektliing him. Like Paul, the Christians of Ephesus
had also undergone violent persecution.

This letter was written by Paul during his impristant in Rome. Considering the close bonds of love
and friendship between Paul and the Ephesian @msstthe letter's obvious impersonal tone miglense
surprising. But Paul didn’t write the letter to diss personal issues; rather he wanted to addieess t
purpose of God'’s activity in human history leadimgto the Incarnation of Jesus Christ and exteded
continued in His Church. It was a message intefioledide circulation, not just for the EphesianauP
probably sent it first to the Ephesians becaugbebld and enduring friendship between them. As wa
common at the time, copies were no doubt quickldenand dispatched to other Christian communities.
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K ey Passages. Your Bible is a book you will return to every dag don’t hesitate to mark or underline
key passages, to write notes in the margins, tcerttak message of the Bible your own.

T Eph 1:9-10. Here St. Paul tells us of God's redemptive plarhfamanity, long a secret, now fully
revealed in Christ. This plan of God for our trpiness gives union and harmony to the whole of
creation, all ages, and all events. It gives ldal direction and purpose. These two verses foparia
of a larger section [Eph 1:1-15] which is a powkdnd inspired decryption of Christ's saving work.
It is sometimes called &lymn of our Redemption.”

T Eph 2:11-22. In some respects this is the key passage of EpiwesAll people are now called to the
life-giving intimacy of God'’s family; all are nowheritors of God’'s ancient promises to a single
nation, the Jews. Try to imagine what wonderfulddmews” this was to the Pagan world of St.
Paul's day. Many of the period’s greatest philosapttould find little or no meaning to life; and
slavery, the lot of so many at the time, offerditklijoy. But through the Good News people learned
that life was important, that each person was i@y that all were members of the household and
family of God.

T Eph 3:8-10. Here St. Paul addresses the solidarity betweeistGind His Church. The Church, the
extension and presence of Christ down throughdles & the end of time, continues Christ’'s work
on earth carrying forward God'’s great plan for saivation.

In the above verses Paul tells us what the Bibéd @bout. He describes it as a record of Godaref to
prepare humanity for the Church of which we areradmbers. For we are the pilgrim People of God. We
are the Church. And our roots go back through éreuries.

We are there with Moses at Sinai, with David abiiegs the Ark of the Covenant into Jerusalem, with
Ezra as he reads the Law to the remnant of GodiplPafter the exile. We are there beneath thesCros
on Calvary; we are there at the Ascension; weratikeeé upper room when the Holy Spirit comes and
sends His Church out into the world. We are preaeatich of these momentous events because we are
the People of God, and nothing has happened ohajlpen to His People that is foreign to us.

Questions:

1. Do you think these four chapters of Ephesians gyeod statement of what it means to be a
Christian? Explain.

2. Inthe light of St. Paul’'s words in Eph 2:19-22itisorrect to say that the whole Bible puts faotie
basic idea? If so, what is it?

3. What does it mean to say that the Church is tHeds$ or completion of Christ? [Eph 1:22-23]

Notes:



